Centerburg Township consideration has Village leaders between a rock and a hard place

By Susan Oswalt, news editor and

Village Councilperson

Centerburg government is considering withdrawing from Hilliar Township and forming Centerburg Township, which would follow the boundaries of the village.

Village leaders decided to examine this option as a possible way to offset the costs of the new water reclamation facility. The Village is being forced to build the facility, which has an estimated price tag of $6 million, due to a mandate from Ohio EPA.

Officials are examining many sources of funding, but with the economic downturn, grants that would have formerly been available are becoming nonexistent. Even though low-cost loans may be available, it has become increasingly clear that rates for village sewer customers may have to be raised substantially to help pay for the facility, so any way to save money for the Village or village residents is being considered.

In 2009, Hilliar Township received approximately $65,000 from Centerburg residents: $17,000 for general operating, $9,000 for cemetery expenses and $39,000 for roads and bridges. Hilliar Township would lose taxes received from Centerburg residents, some sooner and some later, which could cause financial hardship for Hilliar expenses, including upkeep on Centerburg Community Memorial Park. Village officials hope that, while some of the savings might have to help pay for the new facility, the residents would see a little more money in their own pockets.

Officials of the Village and Hilliar Township are working together, with the help of the Knox County Auditor’s office, to examine the entire situation. No one at the Village has made up his or her mind. Hilliar Township is made up of Centerburg’s friends, neighbors and relatives. This is one of those situations where there are no easy answers, but by keeping the lines of communication open, the two entities hope to work things out in the best way possible.

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor:

I would like to thank the Village of Centerburg for work that was started several years ago to reduce power outages. When the removal and trimming of trees in the right-of-ways began a few years ago, there were many complaints against the Village and AEP. I appreciate Village leaders that weathered the verbal storm so that we could weather the recent ice storm. Although we weren't extremely busy, we were able to open our business and operate normally. Other stores throughout town were open also. We had a couple days of income when I expected several days of being closed. Thanks again.

Dave Grumney

Centerburg Wash & Tan
